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T 
he more than 8,000 employ-
ees of Arizona Department of 
Emergency and Military Af-
fairs have answered the call 

ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ 
whenever needed to support and de-
fend the state and the nation. For dec-
ades, we have been the proven choice 
for the warfight, the first choice for 
homeland response and the enduring 
choice for fostering strong partner-
ships both at home and abroad. 

Since Sept. 11, 2001, Arizona National 
Guardsmen have participated in more 
than 11,000 individual deployments in 
support of overseas contingency op-
erations. In fiscal year 2016, Arizona 
citizen soldiers and airmen deployed 
all over the world to support federal 
missions, including support to Opera-
tions Inherent Resolve, Enduring Free-
dom, and peacekeeping operations in 
Kosovo and presence in the Pacific. 

The AZNG has shown it is the proven 
choice for the warfight. Its AH-64 
Apache helicopters and pilots are 
combat-proven, yet still face the 
threat of being removed from Arizona. 
¢ƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ 
Initiative recommend all Apache heli-
copters be taken out of the National 
Guard and divested to the active com-
ponent. The National Commission on 
the Future of the Army, however, rec-
ommended that the Total Army retain 
four of the eight Armed Reconnais-
sance Battalions in the National 
Guard. Arizona is still battling to be 
one of the states that retains its 
Apaches, which if lost would affect 

306 full-time jobs, 149 traditional 
Guardsmen, and devastate the local 
area around Silverbell Army Heliport, 
which generates $56 million for the 
local economy. 

59a! Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛπ
ness by training 6,000 statewide 
emergency response partners in more 
than 250 homeland security, hazard-
ous materials and emergency man-
agement courses. We have supported 
Arizona's 15 county sheriffs in more 
than 870 search and rescue missions 
and partnered with local officials to 
activate state resources for the Gold 
King Mine spill, El Niño winter storms, 
fires and floods. 

The Arizona National Guard has con-
tinued to support the state partner-
ship program as a partner to Kazakh-
stan, a partnership that has flourished 
since 1993. Guardsmen traveled to 
Kazakhstan for subject matter expert 
exchanges and both Kazakhs and Ari-
zonans traveled to the U.K. for Steppe 
Eagle 16, a multinational exercise fo-
cusing on peacekeeping and peace 
support operations. 

The majority of the AZNG force serves 
as traditional guardsmen, meaning 
they participate in military activities 
one weekend per month and two 
weeks a year. The rest of the time 
they and our reservist emergency re-
sponders and are rooted in their com-
munities and hold various civilian jobs. 
This unique dynamic keeps DEMA con-
nected and inextricably tied to the 
communities it serves. 

We come together from these diverse 
segments of society to train monthly 
or to answer the call to respond when 
needed, bonded by a code of values 
and with the intent of doing what is 
best for our state and our nation, 
while sacrificing ourselves for the 
greater good. 

Earlier this year we dedicated one of 
our newest readiness centers in honor 
of fallen Staff Sgt. Thomas Rabjohn, 
who died in Afghanistan as a result of 
an IED explosion. He was a fulltime 
police officer in the City of Phoenix 
and inspired many with his sacrifice. 

As a nation and state, we will always 
be grateful to Sergeant Rabjohn for 
Ƙƛǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊπ
ǘŀƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ wŀōƧƻƘƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅτ
and that of every fallen service mem-
berτis not that he died, but that he 
was willing to do whatever was neces-
sary to defend the constitution, to 
serve in the fight for freedom on be-
half of our citizens, and to do the right 
thing, the hardest thing, for the good 
of others. 

This is what makes him and all public 
servants outliers. This is what sets 
them apart: no one particular role any 
greater than another, but all roles to-
gether working toward the same goal 
and actively fighting for preservation 
of the same principlesτthose princi-
ples that make our nation and state 
the greatest there is. 

The state and federal employees of 
DEMA have lived up to those princi-
ples to answer the call when needed 
most by the community, state and 
nation. DEMA has protected lives and 
property, deployed and returned sol-
diers and airmen from overseas mis-
sions, and prepared citizens for disas-
ters all while being an exceptional 
steward of taxpayer dollars. 

We are pleased to report in the fol-
lowing pages our activities during the 
fiscal year as well as our goals and 
plans for continued successes as pub-
lic servants answering the call. 

 

 

MICHAEL T. McGUIRE 
Major General, AZ ANG 
The Adjutant General 

ANSWERING THE CALL 
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Our Vision:  
 
Provide the best-prepared or-
ganization capable of re-
sponding to local, state, and 
federal missions. 
 
 

Our Mission: 
 
Provide military and emer-
gency management capabili-
ties to citizens of Arizona and 
the nation. 
 
 

Our Values: 
 
Ready, Responsive and Reli-
able with Honor and Integrity.  

DEMA LEADERSHIP 
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Send-off ceremony for Detachment 1, B Com-

pany/640th ASB Aviation Maintenance Detach-

ment, who provides intermediate level avia-

tion maintenance support to the 1-285th ARB, de-

ploying to Kuwait in support of the 40th Combat 

Aviation Brigade. U.S. Army National Guard Photo 

 

 

Send-off ceremony for Detachment 1, Alpha Com-

pany, 422nd Expeditionary Signal Battalion, Jan 22, 

2016,  deploying to the Horn of Africa in support of 

Operation Enduring Freedom ς ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘŜπ

ployment since Sept. 11, 2001 . U.S. Army National 

Guard Photo by Sgt. Wes Parrell 

 

 

Company F, 1st Battalion, 168th Air Traffic Services, 

40th Combat Aviation Brigade, at Camp Buehring 

Kuwait.  Foxtrot Company is providing Air Traffic 

Services for all friendly aviation assets. Photo by 1st 

Lt. Aaron DeCapua, 40th Combat Aviation Brigade 

Public Affairs 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 



4 

D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f E
m

e
rg

e
n

c
y
 a

n
d

 M
ilita

ry A
ffa

irs 

DEPLOYMENTS 
 

Army National Guard 
¶ B Company, 640th Aviation Maintenance Battalion, F 

Company, 1-168th Air Traffic Control Battalion, and De-
tachment 31, Operational Support Airlift Command in 
support of Operation Inherent Resolve 
¶ The 2-285th Aviation Regiment in support of the Kosovo 

Force (KFOR) mission 
¶ Detachments of A Company, 422th Signal Battalion in 

support of operations in the Horn of Africa and Opera-
tion Freedom Sentinel 

 
Air National Guard 
¶ Elements of the 161st ARW to Central Command (137) 

and Pacific Command (108) 
¶ 162nd WG in support of Overseas Contingency Opera-

tions (27 physically, 38 home-station) 
¶ 162nd WG training deployments (8) 
 
Arizona Division of Emergency Management 
¶ Emergency Management Agreement Compact (EMAC) 

deployments to California for post-fire damage assess-
ment (1 person, Oct) and Colorado for post-flooding 
damage assessments (4 people, Jul & Aug) 

 

STATE LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The Arizona Legislature established a contingency fundτ
without requiring any appropriation from the General 
Fundτthat will enable the State of Arizona to fulfill its re-
sponsibilities under the national Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact without requiring DEMA to fund those 
missions from its operating budget (HB 2703). 

The Arizona Legislature provided a supplemental appro-
ǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϷтпсΣтлл ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀƴπ
nual obligation for operation and maintenance of Arizona 
Army Guard Readiness Centers, which was originally cut in 
the 2016 budget but would have forced the closure of all 
Arizona Army and Air National Guard facilities (HB 2695). 

MERITORIUS UNIT COMMENDATION 
  258TH ENGINEER COMPANY  

The 258th Engineer Company received the Meritorious 
Unit Commendation for exceptionally meritorious conduct 
in performance of outstanding service in Afghanistan dur-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom August 2012 - March 
2013. 

 

BEST WARRIOR COMPETITION 
  2-285TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION 
 

During their Kosovo deployment, Arizona Army Guard Sol-
diers won top honors at the Best Warrior Competition 
hosted by the Multinational Battle Group-East at Camp 
Bondsteel, Kosovo on July 9-10, 2016.  Staff Sgt. Oscar 
Morales, an infantryman assigned to the 2-285th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion, won the NCO category and Spc. Au-
tumn Ladines, a Black Hawk crew chief assigned to the 2-
285th AHB, won the Soldier category. 

OUTSTANDING AIRCREW AWARD 
  161ST AIR REFUELING WING 
 

In November 2015, an aircrew from the 161st Air Refuel-
ing Wing, comprised of a pilot, co-pilot and boom opera-
tor, won the Air Forces Central Command Outstanding 
Aircrew Award while deployed with the 340th Expedition-
ary Air Refueling Squadron, Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar, for 
preventing the catastrophic loss of a KC-135. During a 
ŎƻƳōŀǘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƭƻǎǘ 
all rudder control due to a mechanical malfunction. 
Through decisive maneuvers and superior airmanship the 
crew safely landed the virtually uncontrollable aircraft. 

OUTSTANDING UNIT AWARD 
  161ST AIR REFUELING WING 
 

In August 2016, Air Force officials designated the Arizona 
Air National Guard's 161st Air Refueling Wing at Sky Har-
bor International Airport as one of the service's very best 
units as the unit earned its fifth Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award for meritorious service between Oct. 1, 2013, and 
Sept. 30, 2015.  The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award is 
given annually by the Secretary of the Air Force to select 
units that distinguish themselves by exceptional service or 
outstanding achievement that clearly sets them above and 
apart from similar units. 
 

HIGHEST MEDICAL READINESS - 162ND WING 
 

Average Overall Individual Medical Readiness at the 162nd 
Wing is 90.3%, currently the highest Air National Guard 
unit in the nation (ANG goal is 80%). 

 

(Opposite, ABOVE) Presentation of the Meritorious Unit Commendation and battle streamer to the 258th Engineer Company.  (Opposite, Middle) SPC Cameron 
Omanshreve gets the Army Commendation Medal and SPC Ryan Mcie gets the Army Achievement Medal during the 153rd Brigade Support Battalion's August 
drill.  U.S. Army National Guard Photo  
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wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜΣ 59a! ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 5ǳŎŜȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ {ŀŦŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлмтΥ 
 
¶ Construction of a new Multi-Agency Operations Center, which combines the like but currently geographically dispar-
ƛǘȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ !59aΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΤ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘΩǎ Wƻƛƴǘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΤ 5ŜǇŀǊǘπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅΩǎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊ-Terrorism Information Center (ACTIC), Operational Communications and 
²ƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΤ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅΩǎ 5ƛǎǇŀǘŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΤ ŀƴŘ !5h¢Ωǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
critical command, control, coordination and communication functions for the state.  Currently, all of these facilities 
are inadequate and undersized that negatively impacts state public safety and state response in the event of an 
emergency or disaster. See pg 28 

 
¶ Construction of two Arizona Army National Guard Readiness Centers, which have been approved and allocated fund-

ing from Congress but requires the state to match 25% of construction costs, as well as adequate funding to meet the 
state-match requirements for maintenance of the remaining facilitiesτover half of which are failing to meet basic 
readiness requirements. Failure to maintain adequate Readiness Center infrastructure hurts National Guard readi-
ƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǳŀǊŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  See pg 45 

 
¶ Legislation for the biennially required Nuclear Emergency Management Fund assessment and appropriation (A.R.S. § 

26-306.01), which assesses nuclear energy facility operators in this state for the cost of the emergency management 
and off-site response capabilities that are required in order to operate their facilities. 

 
¶ State tuition assistance for members of the Arizona National Guard. National Guard members are only eligible to ac-

crue federal educational benefits (i.e. GI Bill) when they serve in federal status.  The predominant status for Guard 
Members, however, is state status.  Arizona is one of three states that provides no educational benefits to its Na-
tional Guard, and the lack of this basic benefit not only impacts recruiting and retention, but also assignment of force 
structure and end-strength from the federal government, as well as loss of individual promotion and training oppor-
tunities that can result in involuntary loss of federal recognition and separation.  See pg 43 

 

STATE PRIORITIES 

(ABOVE) Arizona National Guard Color Guard presents the colors at the Arizona National Guard Muster on Dec 7, 2015.  (OPPOSITE) Arizona Guard Soldiers from the 
3666th Support Maintenance Company in Phoenix load onto an Air Force C-130 at the 132nd Fighter Wing Air National Guard Base in Des Moines, Iowa, to head 
home after completing their 15-day annual training at Camp Dodge Joint Maneuver Training Center.  U.S. Army Photo by Staff Sgt. Brian A. Barbour  
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